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ANC 4A Resolution r4a19-12-03-01 ANC COMMENTS / COMP PLAN

ANC 4A received a copy of the proposed revision of the Comprehensive Plan in
November of 2019. We were told that comments may be submitted from the public
until December 20, 2019, and from the ANCs until January 31, 2020.

We share the interest in seeking more time to consider these matters, but there is no
guarantee that more time will be given. It is prudent for us to come to a consensus
to the extent feasible and then to submit a letter, with ANC 4A’s comments to the
Mayor, the Director of the Office of Planning, and the DC Council.

In order not to lose the opportunity to comment, we are offering the attached
comments for your consideration and approval at this December 3, 2019 meeting.
We will also consider alternative comments.

The Comprehensive Plan encompasses two tiers of city planning: 1) the City-wide
Elements, and 2) the Area Elements. In addition, the Future Land Use Map
(“FLUM?”) and the Generalized Policy Map (“GPM”) express the public policy on
future land uses in the District and shows the residential and commercial areas.

In 2017, the Office of Planning (OP) opened the process to amend the 2006
Comprehensive Plan. In response, ANC 4A offered Resolution expressing our
views on the plan. We have not received feedback as to whether the ANC’s
recommendations were adopted. We know that the Framework Element was
amended and approved by the Council on October 8, 2019.

On October 15, 2019, the Office of Planning published the proposed amendments to
the 13 Citywide Elements and the 10 Area Elements. The compilation is more than
1,500 pages. Or proposed changes, as well as nearly 200 proposed changes to the
FLUM and the GPM maps. The proposed amendments make major changes to the
existing elements, striking out large portions of text and replacing the text with new
language.

OP has allowed the public a 65-day review period that began on October 5, 2019.
The Advisory Neighborhood Commissions were told that we had until January 31,
2020 to submit comments. This review period falls within the Thanksgiving,
Christmas, New Year’s and other religious holidays.



We are asking for more time. This should be granted, because we have been advised
that it is not likely that the Council will not consider these proposed amendments
until after the passage of the District’s Fiscal Year 2021 budget, estimated to be after
June 2020.

We incorporate by reference ANC 4A’s previous resolution. Our comments also
reference and support the requests submitted through ANC 4A, including from the
Shepherd Park Citizens Association.

We now offer comments on the revised draft that was released on October 15, 2019.
This matter will be considered at the ANC 4A regular public meeting on Tuesday,
December 3, 2019.

Our proposed comments focus primarily on Land Use, Housing, Transportation, the
Environment, Historic Preservation, the Rock Creek East Area element, and the
Implementation Action Steps and the Future land Use Map. Time did not allow us
to address the other elements like Infrastructure, the Education element, the
Community Facilities, Urban Design or the Arts, but there is strong interest in those
sections as well.

At the ANC 4A meeting, an oral resolution will be offered that the ANC 4A provide
comments to the Office of Planning (as approved) and authorize the Chair of ANC
4A to send a letter and the comments as may be agreed to, and adopted at, the
December 3, 2019 public ANC 4A meeting to the Mayor, and the Office of Planning.

Therefore, we are providing the attached comments for your consideration. I am also
sharing an excerpt from the testimony that I gave at the marathon hearing on this
matter on March 20, 2018, along with the draft comments.




































Let’s recognize that DC is unique; and its city plan should be responsive to DC’s unique
needs.

It’s the Nation’s Capital.

DC is an international city.

DC is historic.

DC is unique because of the federal presence that accounts for 40% of our land.

The city also attracts 19 million visitors annually.

We have 169 or more foreign diplomatic missions.

We have 23 international organizations.

We have many large employers, which include the federal government, universities, hospitals
and 130 unique neighborhoods.

20% of the population is below the poverty level.

Approximately 8,000 residents are homeless (and many of these are the working poor).

DC has many challenges.

For one thing, Seventeen jurisdictions feed into DC. Most of the people who work here
commute here from outside of DC. The road network is already overcapacity. We need to
consider a viable rail option. This plan does not do that. Sixteenth Street, NW is
one of the few evacuation routes in our quadrant. At no point does the city explain
how it is to operate to move people or goods efficiently or effectively along this
corridor.

We are also struggling now with our infrastructure needs, as reflected by black-outs, road cave-
ins, sink holes, water main breaks, and delays in restoration of use of our existing public roads
and public rights-of-way.

BIG CHALLENGE
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY AND EFFICIENCY FOR ALL OF US
By contrast, in just 6 years, the bike share program has grown to almost 450

stations and 3700 bikes across DC. We now also have dock less bikes, competing
for our public transportation rights of way.





